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Tessa Hoffman catches up with Simeon Michaels

Local kayaker quarter way there
Ever since the launch of his 
epic Sydney to Hobart kayak 
trip on January 2, Byron local 
Simeon Michaels has been 
inundated with support.

He is kayaking over 
2000km to raise awareness 
and funds to stop a proposed 
pulp mill in Northern Tas-
mania. The trip has received 
broad national media cover-
age on Channel Nine and 
Ten, ABC Radio National 
and all the major papers.

Celebrities have also signed 
up to paddle with Simeon. 
Seventies rocker Frankie J 
Holden, pictured right, went 
for a ‘paddle with Sim’ last 
week and ARIA award win-
ing actress Rebecca Gibney 
will paddle alongside him 
when he reaches Launceston 
in early March.

Simeon is also happy with 
the ‘amazing support’ locals 
have shown through their 
hospitality. In a trend that 
began on his first night’s 
landing in Bundeena when 
Tony Berg, ex-CEO of Mac-
quarie Bank, invited him to 
his ‘beach shack’, locals have 
been regularly offering him a 
place to stay. 

Simeon, a lawyer and Vice 
President of the Ethical 
Investment Association, has 
already kayaked from Byron 
Bay to the Great Barrier Reef 
in 1999. He believes that 
Gunns’ proposed pulp mill 

could destroy the Tamar val-
ley’s great natural beauty and 
resources, as well as the econ-
omy they currently support.

Simeon’s campaign does 
not just oppose the mill, but 
offers a positive alternative. 
He is working to raise funds 
to establish a Round Table 
which will bring business and 
the community together to 
develop a sustainable vision 
for Tamar Valley.

I caught up with Simeon 
in Merimbula, 500kms from 
Sydney, and a quarter way 
through his trip. Simeon 
describes the coastline as 

‘spectacular’ and says he has 
just begun to acclimatise to 
the strain of paddling – four 
to nine hours averaging 
40km per day. Nature has 
also lent a helping hand by 
delivering 20-30 knot tail-
winds on several days, and 
‘just enough swell to keep it 
interesting’.

So far Simeon has raised 
over $12,500 towards his 
target of $100,000. Promi-
nent Byron Shire residents 
have donated generously 
towards the cause, while oth-
ers have given support in 
many other ways.

Simeon thanks all those 
who have supported the trip 
so far, and hopes that he will 
continue to receive strong 
backing from his ‘home town’ 
to raise the remaining funds.

Those who wish to fi nd 
out more and donate to the 
cause can sponsor him $50 
per kilometre through his 
website www.paddlewithsim.
com or email simeon.
michaels@bigpond.com. 

His next 500km takes him 
through the Nadgee Wilder-
ness, Green Cape and 90 
Mile Beach to Wilson’s 
Promontory 

NRMA audits the worst of the highway
Sunday January 21, 2007: 
Sixteen years after State Cor-
oner Kevin Waller called for 
the Pacifi c Highway to be 
fully upgraded almost two 
thirds has yet to be com-
pleted, according to an audit 
conducted by NRMA 
Motoring & Services.

NRMA Motoring & Ser-
vices Director, Wendy 
Machin, said that while pro-
gress to upgrade the highway 
had improved, 442 kms of 
the 680kms from Hexham 
near Newcastle to the 
Queensland border was yet 
to be upgraded.

‘Sixteen years after 55 peo-
ple tragically lost their lives in 
a fatal crash on the Pacifi c 
Highway, 40% (227km) of 
the road is still only one-lane 
in each direction without safe 
overtaking opportunities – 
that’s not good enough,”’ Ms 
Machin said.

‘Both the federal and state 
governments have upped 
their spending on the highway 
and we have seen some pro-
gress but we have a long way 
to go yet. Over the last three 
years only 2% of the highway 
has been upgraded to four 
lane divided carriageway and 
the section between Hexham 
and Karuah is the only part 
that has been fully upgraded. 

This is one of Australia’s 
most critical roads and it is 
incomprehensible that so 
much of it is still not up to an 
acceptable standard.’

The NRMA audit found 
that the crash rate on the 
Pacific Highway has 
increased since the last 
NRMA audit in 2003 from 
26.91 per 100 million vehi-
cle kilometres of travel 
(100MVKT) to 27.8 
100MVKT with 15.8% of 
crashes involving heavy vehi-
cles. In the same time frame 
the fatality rate has increased 
from 1.23 per 100MVKT to 
1.3 per 100MVKT.

Over the last three years 
120 people have lost their 
lives on the Pacifi c Highway 
and there have been 1,772 
casualties.

‘Every state and federal 
election candidate running in 
seats along the Pacifi c High-
way should have these har-
rowing statistics etched in 
their memories,’ Ms Machin 
said.

‘The sooner we complete 
the upgrade of the Pacifi c 
Highway the faster we will 
begin saving lives.’

The audit identifi ed a total 
of 32 blackspots and 191 
black lengths from three 
years of crash data. The top 

fi ve black lengths along the 
Pacific Highway were the 
sites of 510 crashes, with 14 
fatal crashes and 268 injury 
crashes as follows:

• through Banora Point 
(127 crashes, 2 fatalities, 61 
injuries);

• through Ballina (121 
crashes, 4 fatalities, 70 inju-
ries);

• through Coffs Harbour 
(107 crashes, 1 fatality, 65 
injuries);

• through Ewingsdale (91 
crashes, 4 fatalities, 47 inju-
ries); and

• through Ocean Shores 
and Brunswick Heads (64 
crashes, 3 fatalities, 25 inju-
ries).

The NRMA audit also 
found that traffi c volumes 
along the Pacifi c Highway 
increased in all areas. The 
largest volumes were at both 
ends of the route, with Hex-
ham and Terranora now 
carrying about 40,000 vehi-
cles per day. 

Heavy vehicle use along 
the Pacifi c Highway increased 
signifi cantly with the number 
of B-doubles rising 400 per 
cent near Nabiac, partly due 
to trucks now using upgra-
ded sections of the Pacifi c 
Highway instead of the New 
England Highway.

The areas that saw the 
greatest increase in traffic 
volume were:

• Chinderah (79 per cent)
• Byron Bay (74 per cent)
• Coffs Harbour (43 per 

cent)
‘The further we get in 

upgrading the Pacific 
Highway to divided dual-car-
riageway the more popular it 
will be for motorists, which is 
great news for local busines-
ses and tourism in the area,’ 
Ms Machin said.

‘The audit also found that 
almost all of the towns along 
the highway registered daily 
traffi c volumes in excess of 
10,000 vehicles. In accor-
dance with industry stan-
dards that justifies a full 
upgrade of the highway to 
divided dual-carriageway.’

Other fi ndings from the 
audit include:

• 65 per cent of the route 
is signposted at 100km/hr;

• the speed limit changes 
100 times between Hexham 
and the Queensland border 
(one change every 6.8 kilo-
metres);

• overtaking is not permit-
ted for 44 per cent of the 
route (300km); and

• The number of speed 
camera sites has doubled to 
16.


