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The Sydney to Hobart is iconic Yacht race, renowned not only for its spectacular origin and destination, but for the danger of crossing the wild and unpredictable Bass Strait.   On the 2nd January 2007, in a trip that has captured the public imagination Simeon Michaels began his own maritime adventure, attempting to paddle from Sydney to Hobart, in his kayak!
Simeon’s first big paddle was from Byron Bay to the Great Barrier Reef in 1999, and the unexpected public interest that it generated made him aware of the potential of marathon paddling expeditions.  Ever since, Simeon has dreamt of paddling from Sydney to Hobart to raise awareness and funds for an important environmental cause. 

Tasmania’s forests are especially close to Simeon’s heart, and action has suddenly become urgent.  Gunns Ltd have lodged a proposal for a Pulp Mill near Launceston which, if it proceeds, will consume 4 million tonnes of forest a year, with a 20 year commitment for “resource security” as part of the deal.  In plain English, huge tracts of Tassie’s Northern forests will be fed to the mill, which would also pump 30 billion litres of dioxin-laden effluent into the Bass Strait, affecting marine eco-systems in the Bass Strait and up the East Coast. 
With destruction looming, its hard not to focus on the negatives, but its not in Simeon’s nature to just criticize.  As Vice President of the Ethical Investment Association, and a past advisor to UNEP (the United Nations Environment Programme) Simeon has spent 6 years working with businesses and financial markets to develop positive alternatives to unsustainable practices.  “Unless you have a better option, people can’t always afford to listen” he says. Gunns forecast that the mill is going to make $6.7 billion, but for Simeon it raises two questions.  “Firstly, what are the costs to Tasmania’s other industries? Is Gunns planning to profit while fisherman, farmers, abalone divers, food and wine producers and tourist operators lose livelihoods as their air and water is polluted?  Secondly, is there a way to generate equivalent wealth in a more sustainable manner?”

Simeon is working with Tasmanian community organisations to answer those questions.  The Launceston Environment Centre has begun coordinating a Round Table for Sustainable Industry in Tasmania, modeled on the highly successful Business Round Table on Climate Change.  The Round Table will give voice to representatives from a wide range of Tasmanian Industries.  It will commission a report by an independent consultant to assess the cost of the pulp mill to Tasmanian industry and develop a blueprint for generating equivalent wealth in Tasmania, but without the environmental destruction.  “After that, its up to Tasmanians to decide” 
The trip aims to raise $100,000 during his 2000 kilometre epic – that’s $50 per kilometre.  Already, supporters from across the country have sponsored more than 250 kilometres of the voyage, raising over $12,000.  Simeon is funding the cost of the trip himself, so all donations go directly towards creating a more sustainable future for Tasmania 
You can follow this quest, join a petition and make a donation for a sustainable future for Tasmania at at www.paddlewithsim.com 

 
 “The Bass is far from the worst Strait we’re going to find ourselves in if we keep choosing destructive

industries over sustainable alternatives” 
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